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Discussion Item Carroll Avenue Streetscape Project – Discussion of street lighting and parking area
to the rear of 7118 Carroll Avenue.

Background The Council is being asked to provide input on two outstanding issues related to the
completion of the residential section of the Carroll Avenue streetscape project: the
installation of decorative streetlights and the reconfiguration of a recently completed
parking area.  If a decision is made to proceed with either proposal, additional
resources will need to be allocated for the project.

Streetlights - Proposed Installation of Fixtures

The original concept plan developed for the streetscape project, because of
budgetary limitations, provided for the phasing of decorative streetlights along
Carroll Avenue.  This proposal, which provided for the installation of required
electrical conduit during this phase of the project, not the fixtures, was endorsed by
the Council in the Spring of 2004 with the understanding that the actual fixtures
would be purchased and installed at a later date as funds became available. 

Staff is proposing that additional funds in the amount of $15,500 be allocated from
one of two possible sources to allow for the purchase and installation of the street
lights.  If approved, the fixtures would be installed and the project completed in its
entirety this fiscal year.  Possible funding sources include 1) the CIP/Public Works
streetlight budget and 2) unappropriated reserves.  Alternatively, the cost of
purchasing and installing the fixtures would be considered in the FY07 budget and,
if approved, funding would be available after July 1, 2006.

Parking Area (7118 Carroll Avenue) - Requested Reconstruction

To facilitate the design of the streetscape project and improve pedestrian safety and
travel conditions along Carroll Avenue, the parking area for 7118 Carroll Avenue
was relocated to the rear of the property.  The proposal was reviewed by the
Department of Permitting Services and the Historic Preservation Commission.  The
proposal was approved by the Department of Permitting Services after a public
hearing in the Spring of 2005.  The Historic Preservation Commission, which
considered the proposal at two separate public meetings, requested changes in the
original design submitted by Staff.  A Historic Area Work Permit was eventually
issued by the Commission which resulted in a reduction in the size of the buffer
originally proposed along Park Avenue and the reconfiguration of the parking area
itself.  Upon issuance of the required HAWP, the parking area was relocated and
constructed at the rear of the property in accordance with the plan approved by the
Historic Preservation Commission.  The current configuration allows for an
arborvitae and dwarf nandina buffer but not a tree buffer.



Background
Continued

The residents living on Park Avenue have expressed their concern about the
revisions approved by the Historic Preservation Commission and have asked the
City to redesign and reconstruct the parking area to allow for the installation of a
tree buffer as originally proposed.  The cost to reconstruct the parking area to
accommodate the concerns of the adjoining neighbors is estimated at $5,000.  If the
neighborhood’s request is approved, unappropriated reserve funds would be used to
offset associated costs.  

Policy • Enhance pedestrian and bicycle access to shops, transit, schools, and other
community facilities by improving pedestrian safety and providing wide, tree-
lined sidewalks throughout the area.  

• Support strengthening the streetscape from Takoma Junction to Old Town.  
• Improved pedestrian connections and image from the Junction to Old Town to

the Takoma Metro in the District of Columbia.
Takoma Park Master Plan

Fiscal Impact Street Light - Purchase and Installation of Fixtures

Estimated Cost: $15,000

Available Funding Sources: CIP / PW Streetlight Budget
Unappropriated Reserves

Parking Area - Reconstruction of Parking Area for 7118 Carroll Avenue

Estimated Cost:                       $ 5,000

Available Funding Sources: Unappropriated Reserves

Attachments Approved and Revised Site Plans - 7118 Carroll Avenue Parking Area

Recommendation Staff recommends allocation of funds from the unappropriated reserve for the
purchase and installation of requested streetlight fixtures.  This fund is preferred to
the CIP/PW Streetlight fund which would be depleted if used for the Carroll Avenue
fixtures and would limit the level of service provided to other areas within the
community.  The use of unappropriated reserves will also allow for an easier and
more transparent tracking of the true cost of the Carroll Avenue project.

No recommendation for reconstruction of parking area.

Special
Consideration






